
VCMS PTO MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 

 
Attendance: Nancy Sullivan, Mr. Cain, Julie Clay, Xian Bliek, Gilmay Markunas, Susan 
St.Germain, Karen Montminy, Steve Linton, Deb Cutting, Tammy Gessay, Ethel Walker, Lauren 
Lindahl, Kim Sass, Jen Fagan, Beth Kalina, Karen Labrencis, Karen Mytych, Diana Reid,  
Ashley Percy, Lynn Toolan, Steven Ransom, Lynne Ransom, Kyle Percy, Sandra Naylor, Paula 
Cascario, Karen Aafedt, Jennifer Milotte, Attilio DiLoreto, Noha Enayetallah. 
 
Welcome: Nancy Sullivan greeted and remarked it was nice to see all the parents in attendance. 
Nancy upon asking if any others were interested in filling the vice president spot had nominated 
Lauren Lindahl and Jessica Peaslee as co-vice presidents. Tammy Gessay seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Cain announced the Open House would be next Wednesday at 7p.m. along with the Book 
Fair being held in the Library. He noted that the school year got off to a great start with the 6th 
graders coming in their first day alone. The fire drill went well; students were quiet and speedy, 
attesting to the temperament in the building. There were many changes in staff and scheduling 
for this year. Mr. Cain told the parents that VCMS is no longer using the bells to change classes. 
The teachers dismiss and he felt it had a very calming effect on the kids. They also are staggering 
the grades in the hallway, which he thought was working well. They are tweaking the lunch 
periods. 
 
Mr. Cain also spoke about the School Climate Committee. It would meet approximately 2:30- 
3:30 in the Library, once a month. Action plans are devised from this committee, SOAR events 
were promoted from this committee and Anti-Bullying seminars. He was looking for volunteers. 
Beth Kamina and Ashley Percy volunteered. 
 
He also would like to setup a relationship of School to Community events, such as forming a 
relationship between the school, parents, children and a non-profit like HVCC in town. It was 
brought up to possibly form a committee to handle this. Mr. Cain also wanted to know how 
many parents would be interested in a Police Event involving the teens at the mall, “Love146” 
program sometime in January 2013.  
 
President’s Report: Nancy presented the PTO’s proposed budget to start the school year with. 
Any revisions may be brought up for future changes. 
 
The PTO meetings business card with the dates on it will be handed out at the Open House. 
She’s looking into providing babysitting for parents of young children. Nancy is also pushing to 
get more PTO content on the new Vernon website. www.vernonpublicschools.org 
 
Parents were interested in getting the school newsletter on-line also.  
 
Secretary’s Report:  Parents reviewed May 2012 meeting minutes. Karen M. asked for “grades” 
to be correctly spelled. Nancy made the motion to accept the minutes. Tammy Gessay seconded. 
Motion carried. 



Treasurer’s Report: As of September 6, 2012, checking account balance for 9/1/12 $1761.32, the 
savings had a balance of $2260.24.  A check was last written to Gilmay for Hospitality. Julie 
made a motion to accept the report. Steve Linton seconded. Motion carried. 
 
BOE Rep: Kyle Percy commented on the new resource officer at RHS, Officer Langlais. He 
noted that the District launched the new website last week. There is a section for each PTO to 
upload their content. He gave out his email: Kpercy@vernonct.gov. Some parents asked if the 
emergency alert signup was on this website. He would check into it. The site is not hosted 
directly in Vernon, so if there is another power outage, the site should be active to check notices. 
 
Nancy Sullivan commented on the list of open committee positions for the PTO and looking for 
new volunteers. Hospitality, Fund Raising, Ideas to Action, and Books of Honor. Please contact 
Nancy if interested. Deb Cutting and Jennifer Milotte volunteered for Books of Honor. 
 
Hospitality: Gilmay was introduced to Jen Fagan to help on this committee. They provide the 
cups, napkins, and juices for events. Upcoming is the 6th Grade dance on 9/7/12. They also have 
a Holiday Luncheon and Spring Tea for the teachers. Donations of food dishes and desserts 
gladly accepted for each event. Gilmay also commented that PTO should notify parents via paper 
mail for volunteering as some parents do not have internet access. 
 
Magazine Drive: Kickoff date is September 20, 2012. Tammy Gessay mentioned that the first 
thing is for the students to fill out the magnet booklets. She needs volunteers for the handing out 
of the packets and collection of them. It was suggested to be able to stuff the envelopes after the 
Open House. Tammy will see if she can have them available. She commented that Great 
American will also offer online sales all year round for parents to purchase. 
 
Teacher Rep: Kim Sass spoke about the school having a Financial planning event for parents 
regarding saving for college possibly in November. Mrs. Labrencis noted the 6th grade social is 
from 1-2:15pm. The students have a ball, eating the snacks and dancing. Ms. Sass noted that 
VCMS does not have the IPass system up and running yet. 
 
Paula C. commented that many parents did not know about the dates for tryouts for the VCMS 
sports, or where to get the physical forms. A discussion was had that parents don’t get the 
information for sports, Math Olympiads, or Above & Beyond information in a timely manner. 
Mr.Cain commented that the students are notified two times a day via intercom about upcoming 
activities.   
 
By-Laws Committee: The bylaws created by the committee were handed out at September’s 
meeting. They will be available for review on the PTO website soon. Looking to accept the new 
bylaws at January meeting. 
 
Meeting was adjourned 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Julie Clay 


