
 VCMS will host the International Potluck Supper on March 

10, 2016, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM in the cafeteria.  Students at the 

elementary, middle, and high school levels are invited to attend with their families.  This is a 

fun evening of sharing food and fellowship.  The flyer with RSVP information is at the end of 

the newsletter. 
 

 The  Pi Day Math Bee will be held on March 14.  All students are encouraged to 

participate!  Permission slips are available in the office, in the cafeteria, and from Mrs. Lee. 

 

 

 

PARENT TIP:  Visit the link below for info about “Teen Safe” apps that 

allow parents to keep track of your child’s texts and posts:  http://

abc7ny.com/family/spying-or-good-parenting-new-app-helps-parents-track-

their-kids/321091/ 

 

HISTORY DAY Competition:  

Nineteen students represented VCMS 

at the Connecticut History Day 

regional competition on February 27 

at Manchester High School.  Students 

from all three grades presented a 

variety of projects in the categories of 

exhibit, website, documentary, and 

performance.  Mrs. Lee and Mrs. 

McManaman want to commend each 

of our History Day students on an 

amazing showing.  They all proudly 

represented VCMS!  A special thanks 

to the staff members who came to 

support our students: Mr. Reardon, Mrs. Wolfgang, and Mrs. Lemkin. Our competitors were 

Tommy Rhoades, Joe Chatterton, Jalah Edison, Amani Clemons, Lynn Mozeleski, Heather 

Aukstolis, Amber Upton, Umia Parvez, Ethan Perkins, Anatol Gogoj, Gabriel Miles, Eman 

Naveed, Kelly Ruesta, Margaret Shuteran, Chelsea Koss, Jenny Fraiko, Walker Harrigan, Jack 

Krupienski, and Adam Brucker. Congratulations to Chelsea, Jenny, Walker, Adam, and Jack, 

whose projects will be continuing on to the state competition in April.  Great job, everyone! 

 

WRITING CONTESTS: All students are encouraged to enter three writing contests currently 

being run by the State of Connecticut and by Scholastic.  The first is the CHET Dream Big Essay 

Contest, which requires a 250 word essay about how you plan to change the world after 

college.  This is a great opportunity to win $500, as one of our 8th graders did last year!  The 

second is the Scholastic Current Events Essay Contest which requires two pages about a current 

event and how it has affected you.  The prize for this one is a trip to Washington D.C.. Finally, 

Scholastic is also running a contest about breaking barriers, in the spirit of Jackie Robinson.  The 

prize is two tickets to the World Series!  Flyers about all the contests are available from 

Language Arts teachers, from Mrs. Lee, and in the cafeteria.    
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ASK THE PRINCIPAL!  

Do you have a question or concern? 

Please participate in our new ASK THE 

PRINCIPAL column.  Questions for Mr. 

Harrison can be sent to  
Jim.Harrison@vernonct.org.  We will 

post some questions and answers 

anonymously in future newsletters. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

March 3 - PTO Mtg. 

March 4 - Early Dismissal 

March 10 - International Potluck 

March 14 -  Pi Day Math Bee 

March 25 - No School 

March  28 - No School/Staff PD 

April 1 - Report Cards 

 

 

Weekly:   

 Don’t forget that VCMS has 

a late bus available on Tues-

days and Thursdays for stu-

dents who stay after school 

for academic help or for 

clubs.  Forms to sign up for 

the late bus are in the Main 

Office.   

 

 We are collecting Labels for 

Education. We are collecting 

labels from Campbell’s, 

Prego (also lids), Pepperidge 

Farm, Swanson, BIC, V8, 

SpaghettiOs , and any other 

product with this symbol: 

You’re Invited to Participate! 
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ART 

Our EPOCH Art students were invited to go to Real Art Ways - a trip that was fully grant-funded!  Italian-American 

artist, Alina Gallo (resident of Rome, Italy) was on-site painting a mural. She had just started moving her piece onto the 

walls of a full gallery on Monday, and by the time we visited on Wednesday, all of the lines were up and she was filling 

in with color.  She taught us how she makes her own egg tempera paint.  She also discussed the theme of her work 

with us.  We had time to view a documentary film titled, “A Place at the Table”, which was “narrated entirely by ado-

lescents and is an historical account that tells the stories of individuals and groups who have toppled barriers that their 

forefathers faced and emerged with tolerance and compassion where prejudice and hate used to lie.”  We discussed 

the film at length and will be creating a piece of artwork based on our experiences at RAW. 
 

Jon-Paul LaFerriere  used to sit in Mrs. Nevins’ art classroom about ten 
years ago.  He was part of a project in Rockville at the Hockanum Mill - 
the HUGE window paintings that many of us see when we go down-
town!  Today, the New England Motorcycle Museum is being built in the 
white building right next to that original mural. The owner of the muse-

um, Mr. Kaplan, wants to restore some of those 
panels that have deteriorated due to weather 
and time.  He also wants to add new panels to 
the project.  Jon-Paul LaFerriere contacted Mrs. 
Sherri O. Nevins at VCMS and now we have a 
group of EPOCH Art students re-involved in this 
mural project!   Mr. Kaplan,  Mrs. Nevins and Jon
-Paul have been working together to get this 
project underway! These paintings will be a permanent addition to the already existing mural. 
Each 2016 EPOCH Art student  that participates will be a part of a mural in downtown Rock-
ville! We will be working to complete all of the panels throughout the months of February and 
March.  Keep your eyes open to see the final work being displayed this Spring! 

  
 ART CONTEST FOR GRADE 6 — Roadway Safety Poster Contest 

Contest information and application packet: https://ctt2center.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/
poster-contest-participation-packet-20162.pdf. Due March 18. 
  

LANGUAGE ARTS 

7B Language Arts has been working on our Poetry unit! We've learned about figurative language and how prevalent it is 

in our pop culture. We have used song lyrics to identify sensory language, as well.  We are now applying our new skills 

by writing our own poems, about anything ranging from what it's like to be a leaf, to a dedication to a parent. Some 

students will share their poetry with the team and a special guest in March.  

  

The eighth grade language arts classes had a visit from Rockville High School's creative writing students. The 8th grade 

students were inspired to write poems during the visit.  The high school students explained the Creative Writing pro-

gram at RHS and Junior Tiffany Cosgrove stated, “it is a place where students find their voice.”  Creative Writing can 

be taken as a freshman class and is a new addition to the vast choices available to the 9th graders at RHS. 

 

MUSIC 

Students in Mrs. Cook's 8th grade Soundtrack Creation class added visual elements to their Spooky Soundtracks. Using 

text taken from short stories by Roald Dahl or Edgar Allen Poe students narrated their scripts, composed an original 

soundtrack, and selected images to add to the story. Students used the iPad app, Garage Band for the first stage of the 

project and then the app Sonic Pics to combine the narration, music and images all in one place. We are very proud of 

the students for the pride and ownership they have taken in this project. 
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More MUSIC 

7th grade students in Ms. Samsonenko's class composed music and performed their music compositions to the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 
Students in Mrs. Wolfgang's science classes have recently worked on the Slipping and Sliding Lab. The scenario: Stu-

dents are being hired by a shipping company who transports fragile cargo across the ocean. On rough seas, the cargo 

tends to move along the ship floor and get damaged. Students investigated how to increase the friction between the 

cargo and the deck of the ship. To collect data, students used handheld Pasco Spark units with force probes. This tech-

nology collects data, graphs it, and then allows students to analyze it (like find an average). Students tested different 

surfaces including carpet, sand paper, and fabrics as well as addition of weight to the box to determine a solution to the 

problem. 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students in the 6th grade social studies started their unit on Europe.  They have discussed what they already know and 

what they hope to learn.  They are excited to use their map skills to identify the variety of landforms and waterways in 

the different sections of Europe.  In March, students will be starting their research for their European country projects 

in both Language Arts as well as Social Studies.   

 

Students on 6B are researching current events in social studies. During various Fridays, Mr. Rispoli has read articles to 

the students about events affecting the world today. Discussions followed. Then the students researched their own 

current event article using the internet, newspapers and magazines. Students will have an opportunity to share their 

articles with the class to create even more class discussions! This will increase critical thinking and effective listening 

skills, while making us enlightened global citizens! 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE 

Miss Rinaldi's Spanish students created amazing projects describing themselves in the target language.  They will be on 

display during the International Potluck Supper.  Seventh grade students are reading, writing, listening and speaking in 

Spanish while completing performance-based tasks. Be on the lookout for videos, photo books, posters and pam-

phlets.  Miss Rinaldi's students also created beautiful Valentine's Day cards in Spanish to share with their loved ones.  
 

Enrichment opportunities!   

Attend  Yale University SPLASH, an affordable enrichment program held on one day where students get to take 

classes in many different topics.  The date for SPLASH is April 2. Look here for more information: https://

yale.learningu.org/learn/splash.html 

Attend MIT SPARK on March 12 and 13, 2016.  Look here for more info about SPARK: https://esp.mit.edu/learn/

Spark/index.html 

Manchester Community College offers many opportunities for enrichment.  Check out course offerings for the 

Excursions in Learning Program here: https://www.manchestercc.edu/continuing-education/excursions-in-learning/ 
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Students in the ESL program, who take a world language, or who are part of 
a language or international club and their families are invited! 

 

 

Thursday, March 10, 2016 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

VCMS Cafeteria 

 
Please join us to share some international dishes and to meet your student’s teachers, 

administrators, friends, and families.    

  

Please bring a dish from your country or any dish that you would like to share.  

We will provide a green salad, rolls, and beverages.  

__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

   Please return this form to your student’s teacher by March 3. 

 

 

Student’s Name   ______________________________________________ 

School:______________________________________________________ 

Country Representing: __________________________________________ 

 

___   Yes, we will be able to attend the International Pot Luck Supper.   

If yes, how many people will be attending (including your student)? ________ 

 

___   No, we will be unable to attend the International Pot-Luck Supper. 

 

 

I will bring (please circle):       main dish          side dish        dessert 

 

 

Can you share some artifacts or perform a poem, dance, or song?  

 

___ Yes, we will share some artifacts or pictures from my country.  

___ Yes, I can perform a poem, dance, or song. 

 


